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sa Ali, founder of Making a Change With
Kindness and COJO’s Chief of Staff. “A
new backpack might seem small, but to
achild, it’s a message that their commu-
nity cares about their success,” Ali com-
mented. “It was truly a joy to see that
message delivered to so many families
today.”

Elected officials and NYPD borough
command lauded the event as a model
for community partnership.

“The ‘Backpacks and Badges’ give-
away is a perfect example of what we

Israel Sci-Tech Schools
Opens 2025-2026
School Year With
100,000 Students In 263
Institutions

Israel Sci-Tech Schools (ISTS), Isra-
el’s largest independent charter school
network, officially opened the 2025-
2026 school year, welcoming approx-
imately 100,000 students across 263
educational institutions nationwide.
More than 8,100 devoted staff members
greeted students as school gates opened.

Israeli President Isaac Herzog and
First Lady Michal Herzog joined Israel
Sci-Tech Schools’ Danciger High School

Pct. 121 Community Council Team, preparing to distribute knapsacks and school supplies at
Staten Island Back-to-School Event

can achieve when we work together,”
said Assemblyman Charles Fall. “This
initiative powerfully enhances the fab-
ric of Staten Island, showing our chil-
dren that their entire community—from
law enforcement and civic leaders like
COJO and MACK to corporate partners
like Amazon—is invested in their future.
It’s a testament to the generous spirit of
our borough.”

“This event represents the best of
Staten Island and the NYPD’s commit-
ment to neighborhood policing,” added
Chief Terrence Hurson, executive offi-
cer of the Staten Island Borough Com-
mand. “The partnership between the
121st Precinct, the Community Council,
COJO, and Amazon directly strength-
ens community ties and fosters trust.
It’s a proud day for the borough, and this
collaboration sets a fantastic example
for all.”

The large-scale giveaway was made
possible by generous sponsors, includ-
ing a significant contribution from Am-
azon. Mirocznik noted that the support
from Joe Rayski and his team at Am-
azon was “the driving force who made
this truly possible.”

As families left with new supplies and
big smiles, the event served as a clear re-
minder of the power of a united commu-
nity working together for its youngest
members. B

in Kiryat Shmona to welcome students
on their first day of school.

This year’s opening was marked by
both excitement and profound sorrow,
as the network mourns the loss of 158
alumni who fell in the ongoing Iron
Swords War. In addition, three gradu-
ates—Itay Hen, z '/, Nimrod Cohen, and
Matan Angrest—remain held captive.

Nationwide, about 2.6 million Israeli
students returned to classrooms amid
the war and an ongoing shortage of
teaching staff. Of these, 149,000 entered
12th grade, their final year in the edu-
cation system. The 2025-2026 school
year began against the backdrop of the
Iron Swords War, now entering its third
year.

Joining the network’s back-to-school
events across Israel was Mark Levenfus
of Scarsdale, NY, Chairman of Friends
of Israel Sci-Tech Schools. Among the
highlights was a gathering of all 400
ISTS principals for a special conference
held ahead of the school year.

“The education of students in Isra-
el—especially in STEM—is the most
important investment in the country’s
future and the only way to ensure it will
thrive moving forward,” said Mark Lev-
enfus. “Our world is moving faster than
ever in terms of technology and AI, and
I had the honor of meeting 400 princi-
pals from Israel Sci-Tech Schools who

President Herzog and First Lady receiving a book from ninth grader Yarin Kabri (right) at ISTS
Danciger High School, who wrote about her experience dealing with hearing impairment

are deeply dedicated to this mission.
While Israeli society is facing enormous
challenges—perhaps the greatest since
the establishment of the state—the way
to overcome them begins with the best
teachers and principals who care pro-
foundly about their students.”

As the year kicks off, ISTS is launch-
ing Israel’s first Code of Ethics for the
responsible use of Al tools in the edu-

cation system. This year, the network’s
youth movement division will lead more
than 40 community engagement pro-
grams initiated and led by the network’s
students. The division will expand its
activity particularly in peripheral areas
and focus on initiatives fostering resil-
ience, a sense of belonging, and unity
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HIGHEST QUALITY
LAB CREATED DIAMOND JEWELRY

at the BEST PRICES
(Pre August 2025 Tariffs!)

Most popular items are tennis necklaces and tennis bracelets, studs, hoop
earrings, eternity bands, rings, and unmounted single stones, all in a wide
variety of carat weights.

The jewelny comes standard in M karat white gold; some pieces are
available in yellow or rose gold. 18 karat gold or platinum can also be

requested.

All the designs use round lab created diamonds some pieces can be ordered
in oval, emerald, princess shape.
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among students.

“We are opening the school
year with a profound sense of
mission,” said Raz Frohlich,
CEO of the Israel Sci-Tech
Schools Network. “Our educa-
tional teams bring both com-
mitment and a deep belief in
the power of education to shape
Israeli society and strength-
en its resilience from within.
As a leading educational or-
ganization with a broad and
diverse nationwide presence,
bridging sectors, religions, and
communities, we are placing
special emphasis this year on
fostering communal resilience
and unity. In addition, out of
our commitment to relevant
education in a changing world,
we developed the first Code of

Ethics in the Israeli education
system for integrating Al into
education.” &

MTA Faculty
Orientation
Launches Year
Of Purpose And
Growt

MTA’s faculty came together
for a powerful orientation that
framed the year ahead with
inspiration, clarity, and direc-
tion.

Rabbi Schenker set the tone
by delving into three core as-
pects of education that he de-
scribed as the keys to success
in the classroom. His words
reminded the faculty that
true teaching is not just about
transmitting information, but
about building relationships,
sparking curiosity, and instill-
ing lifelong values.

Rabbi Dr. Berman

Building on that foundation,
Rabbi Konigsberg shared criti-
cal updates on policy and staff-
ing, ensuring that every teach-
er is equipped with the tools
and support needed to help
students thrive. His guidance

reflected the school’s commit-
ment to maintaining a strong
structure that allows creativity
and growth to flourish.

The heart of the orientation
wasthetimespentingrade-lev-
el meetings, where rebbeim and
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An amazing opportunity to
own a very successful and
highly rated business/food
establishment.
1216+/-SF Plus Full Basement.

teachers engaged in thoughtful
discussions about how to max-
imize the potential of every
talmid. These conversations
highlighted MTA’s belief that
each talmid’s growth matters
and that through collaboration
and careful planning, the facul-
ty can bring out the best in ev-
ery individual.

The orientation was further
elevated by the presence of
Yeshiva University President,
Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman, who in-
spired the faculty with words
of chizuk. “We can inspire the
creativity and curiosity of
our students because when
they are rooted in our Torah
tradition, they can then add
their unique Toras Adam to
their journey,” Rabbi Berman
shared. “We must remember
that every student is holy, and
when we root them in tradi-
tion, we enable them to shine.”

Rabbi Taubes closed the pro-
gram with words of Torah that
connected the faculty’s work to
the larger mission of the yeshi-
va. His remarks reminded the
teachers that their daily efforts
in the classroom are part of a
greater vision of building bnei
Torah and inspiring the next
generation of leaders.

Together, these sessions pro-
vided a dynamic and meaning-
ful start to the year. With inspi-
ration from their leaders and
a shared sense of mission, the
faculty left orientation ready
to welcome students back and
guide them toward becoming
bnei Torah and leaders for Klal
Yisrael. R

And you forget
a sheaf in the
field . ..

(Devarim 24:19)

Certain opportunities and
potentials are so lofty, that
they cannot be accessed
by the conscious self; they
can only come about “by
mistake.” An example of this
is the mitzvah of shikchah,
which can only be fulfilled
by forgetting.

(The Chassidic Masters)

Thus if a person drops a
sela, and a poor man finds it
and is sustained by it, then
he [who lost the coin] will

be blessed on its account.

(Rashi; Sifri)



